
 

 

 
PADWORTH COMMON ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE 
 

22
nd

 November 2014 
 

Minutes 
 

 

Present: Mike Warner (Chairman); Graham Hawker (Padworth Environment 

Group; Resident); Bruce Forbes (Resident); Simon Barnett (BBOWT, Countryside 
Officer); Keith Gilbert (Resident); Dawn Denton (Padworth Environment Group; 
Resident). 

  
Apologies:  
 
Members of the committee referred to by their initials in the text. 
MW welcomed all members to the meeting and all introduced themselves. 

 
1. Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of 5th May were agreed as a true record. 
 
SB provided more detail on progress with management of the 9 West Berkshire 
Council sites transferred to the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) 
which on 6th January. 

 
2. Matters arising 
Matters arising would be dealt with in the Countryside Officers Report. 
 

3. Countryside Officers’ Report. 
SB provided an update on the outcome of the Tree Survey. This had been 
undertaken by Karl Lofthouse on all transferred sites and the information and details 
of remedial work had been passed over to West Berkshire Council for 
implementation by their term contractor for highway trees. SB showed members the 
plan and stated that there were a number of trees that required surgery within the 
common itself and several adjacent to the highway. As per the agreement with West 
Berkshire Council once work was completed satisfactorily responsibility for tree 
safety would transfer over to BBOWT. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
SB spoke about the management planning process and CMSi. He would arrange for 
Andy Coulson-Phillips (Snr Ecologist at BBOWT) to either attend a future meeting or 
meet up separately with the group to discuss the process. 
 
ACTION: SB to arrange meeting with ACP for committee members. 
 
Conservation work: SB had produced a plan which showed work completed in the 
previous financial year and that planned for the remainder of 2014/15 through until 
March. Some weed wiping and bracken control had been undertaken by contractors 
over the early autumn and summer (2014) respectively. Most of the work as usual 
over the winter would focus on cutting and treating birch scrub and removing 
regenerating pine saplings in heathland areas. Work would be undertaken by a 
combination of contractors, staff, trainees and volunteer groups. 
 
There was now also a Thursday volunteer group that met on the third Thursday of 
each month, undertaking conservation and access work on Padworth.  
 
DF indicated that it would be useful to circulate any news about the common to 
members of the Committee, she could also put information on the Padworth 
Environment Group website. 
 
ACTION: SB to circulate pertinent information with news about the common. 
 

4. Access Audit 
The Access Audit was nearing completion and the report would be circulated by 
James S for comment. 
 
ACTION: James S to circulate/provide link to Access Audit Report for 
Padworth Common. 
 

5. Tree Survey 
See Countryside Officers’ report (above). 
 

6. Any Other Business 
No other business 
 

7. Date of next meeting. 
TBC 
 
 
 
 
 


